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•* Chi si pente 
Nel veraoe dolor, toma ixmoceDte." 



MHTAffTASIO. 




THE SAINT AND THE SINNER. 
A TALE FROM THE BOSTAN. 



[Extracted from the Asiatic Journal /or December 1839.] 






Jam-'i Jam-' 

I HATE gathered from pious chroniclers, that, in the days of Jesus (on whom 
be peace !), 

A certain man had squandered away his life, and passed it all in ignorance 
and error. 

A reckless man ! the volume of whose actions was black, and his heart 
hardened ; of whose depravity Iblis himself was ashamed. 

Who had spent his days unprofitably ; and from whom no human heart had 
drawn solace or comfort. . 

His head void of understanding, and full of pomps and vanities : his 
paunch swoln with forbidden meats. 

His skirts defiled with iniquity; and his home rife with shamelessness. 

Neither his paths straight, as of them who see ; nor his ear, like the good 
man's, open to counsel. 

One from whom his fellow creatures fled, as with the speed of time; and 
pointed out one to another, like the new moon, from afar. 

Desire and lawless passion had consumed the promise of his harvest ; neither 
had he stored up the grain of reputation. 

To such excess had that wretch driven his unhallowed pleasures, that in the 
black volume of his actions no room was left for writing. 

Sinful — self-willed— the slave of his lusts — ^he heedlessly spent night and day 
in rioting and drunkenness. 

I have heard that Jesus, returning from the wilderness, passed by a hermit's 

cell. 

The anchorite came down from the terrace, and prostrated himself at his 
feet in the dust. 

The sinner of averted star gazed on them from a distance, dazzled at be- 
holding them, as the moth is by the light. 

Contemplating them with envy, and full of shame— like a beggar in the 
presence of a rich man. 

Muttering, in subdued accents, and all abashed, fervent entreaties of for- 
giveness, for his nights prolonged till morning in thoughtless dissipation. 

From his eyes as from a cloud fell tears of penitence ; while he said, 
** Alas ! recklessly have my years been mis-spent. 

" I have squandered away the coin of precious life ; and no good thing have 
I obtained in return. 

'* May there never be such a one living as I ; unto whom death were far better 
than life ! 

^ He hath escaped who hath died in the season of infancy, so that his hoary 
head hath not been put to shame. 

'* Forgive my iniquity, O creator of the world ; for should it appear with me 
in judgment, a wretched companion would it be !" 

On the one side, the aged sinner was crying : '* Help me, O thou bringer of 
salvation 1" 
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While his head hung through shame ; and tears of penitence coursed down 
his cheeks. 

On the other side, the ascetic, with his head full of self-conceit, sternly 
frowned from afar off, upon the sinner ; 

Saying, " Why doth this reprobate seek our presence ? what hath this igno- 
rant wretch in common with us ?" 

" One who hath plunged wilfully into the fire (of hell) ; who hath given up 
his life to the winds of passion. 

** What good deed hath proceeded from hit polluted soul, that he should 
associate with Messiah and with me ? 

** How desirable would it be, that he should rid us of his intrusion, and 
follow his works to hell ! 

" I am uneasy at his loathsome presence, lest peradventure the fire des- 
tined for him should be launched against myself. 

" On the plain of resurrection, when mankind shall appear before Thee, 
raise me not up, O God, in company with him !" 

While he was uttering these words, a revelation from Him glorious in attri- 
butes came to Jesus (blessed be bis name 1); 

Saying, " Although the one is wise and the other foolish, I have granted 
the prayer of both. 

" The man of ruined days and inauspicious fortune lamented before me with 
importunity and fervour. 

" Whosoever coroeth to me in helplessness, I chase not away from the 
threshold of my bounty. 

" I have forgiven him his evil deeds : I will bring him into Paradise, through 
my grace. 

" And, forasmuch as the devotee holds it a reproach to sit in his company in 
heaven ; 

" Tell him not to fear lest he be put to shame by the sinner at the resurrec- 
tion ; for the one shall they bear to heaven, the other into fire. 

" For the heart of the one bled with fervent contrition : the other placed 
his trust in his own obedience. 

" He knew not, that at the court of that God who needeth not the services 
of aught which he hath made, humble helplessness is better than pride and self- 
conceit. 

** He whose outward vesture is pure, but whose morals are corrupt — to such 
a one the gates of hell will need no key. 

" At this threshold, impotence and distress will more avail thee than obe- 
dience and self-approval. 

" When thou reckonest thyself amongst the good, thou art already evil ; 
self-righteousness hath no place in godliness. 

" If thou art valorous, boast not of thy valour; for, not every good rider 
hath borne off the prize. 

** That worthless man is but an onion, all coating, who thinks that, like the 
pistachio nut, he possesses a kernel. 

** Obedience of this sort availeth nothing ; go rather, and entreat foi^ve- 
iiess for thy defective obedience. 

'* That man void of understanding ate no fruit of his devotion, who, being 
good towards God, was evil towards his fellow-creatures." 

The words of the wise endure for a memorial ; remember thou this one 
saying of Sadi : 

" BkTTER 18 THE SINNER WHO FEARETH GoD, THAN THE SAINT WHO 
PRACTISETH OUTWARD OBEDIENCE.'* P 
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Various readings of twelve MSS. in the J^ \^ \ A , . , , 4 (1) 

Libraries of the East-India Company ' ^ ^ "-^^ ^ r 

and Royal Asiatic Society. ^\ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^ jj ij 



<■) A, D, ^, ^, H .^^ ^. ,., 

C'') Thecal, nth. has Oy.J>c^, ''^ ♦«>;/ .r- ^'^ «-S5l^ ^ Jf«P: 



which is evidently wrong. J^ iji,^*«W * ^\3 ^^, (^) ^c Jj(^) 

Jjuusi-*^U v/^^ I/-? rW' *'>H .rH 

^*> A, H, L, J J u:-.*-' *<uU V • i^*^ sft ;^ *>iH ^ »>V-L-^ 

<«) JT, J. ^. r^i^^j vi/> cM^jV^c^^ 

<'> D, E, F, jU 

W D, C, D, E, G, K, L, j\j (*!r- s^W-^ j^ *^y f^-^ 

l*b.:i>-1 , which has been the read- * Wp I ,j^<^ i ^ - " •• ■ ']/'-i-i ^ ' 

in^of A, though since altered. ^ , (d) ^^^L:^ (10) (.) 

w A, **ojjut ^b ^by J ^ . % "%. ■ ., 



^j^J^ .te^ Uj^J^ A:;^^^ J^^^jJ^ c4^ J ^y^ 



<^^^ F, SojJJl ifJ.0 Aii' J.JJ , D,V, 
D, *yJjJul 2fJjj , L, 2fJuJ , -^ " -^T^ 






uJic i . c:,~«.^t )y«Jr« ;•• • i._^c:Jim/^) 



<") I, u^iT jL> %jy^, . "^""-^ '^''•^'^ ^r^ ^ r-**-^ 
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(1?)^ , 






<") Oal. pd. ed.^ji^^t^v> . j^ j(2«) ^^li^jy »'g^ *i V, ^ 



W Cal. pd. ed. jJjJ . ^^-^ ^-V «:->y >^'^ U^.V'')^ 

(23) ^ B ' j^ ^^Wy. jAe cJ ^J Jk<-^) 

D, K, I, t?^ jr wyV 'AJ** ji (<* «->--;- 






^^^^ B, E, F, and Cal. lith. ^/^ . ^s-? ^^*^JjJ jl iU (^^^^^ a^ 
<'«> A, K, t;^ ^^ , C, ^jji j^^^\ ^^^ (28) ^^^ ^-^ j^^ 
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<^> Cal, lith. ij,bU . 

D, E, K, K£.^^\k >ijf^j>i ^ ) 
K, M, iji^U >ijyi'j>i *»- . 

(32) L, *. , \,jf. 

(33) p / *^ "'^^^ • 

(3*> A, B, C, E, K, L, jJT . 



(35) E, F, 

c") D, L, ^y . 

(3') c, I, k;*^.,. 

P'^) D, E, I, L, JjA . 

(*") C, E, F, K omit J ; Cal. ed. i^. 



(42) 



^» J>V^ J^l*^ J • 



(*^> E, Ki is^. 



(*^> C, E, K, L, jJf . 

W L, ^jV^jii jjl . Schol. notices 
that some copies read j\ yis- ^ 



Sft 



^^«) D, H, L, M, jL^JijLifS. ^U5l> 

<*'> D, E, K, L,/l . 
(<8) ij . 



C ^ 



lc,^,.^^<>.3lJ^^.30,,^^^ 

,,/iJT Jai jj^ ^ <3®) t^ bL^ 



(V^ aj <^*> ^ ^ ^^ ^ 



♦• -* 






A 
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(50) 



E,I,1;JT^, D, ^ ^U^C^v:^^. U ^<«») 



^l/. B,D,^jj, C, K, . ,^, ■ .. . 



(**) D, K, aAU . 



D,K, i^S^j^^y^. e.^^^^W,u^\Lj\^ 

<"> This distich is not in E . i^-^ S^'W u*^ j \f '^3^ i?^ 

(") After this A, C, D, F, K, have "^^ ^ J .^JT-T-J- 



After which and C, D, F, K, have ' ,>(,) 

but C, K, and L have ' 

(«2) K,^lo-S./ . jb J\i<®"^> ^ <Lk cT^ '/'*«-J 

(«3)K,C/1^>^,^\^. , ^^^, ^.(63) 

(")CD,E,K,L, '^ -* ' '- 
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NOTES. 

C^) A somewhat similar expressiop occurs in the Makhzan ul Asrar of Nizami, 

(^) On ^ll:«>l ^^^ scholiast remarks: 

but if the reading aUj;;».1 \\ • be adopted, a different sense must be given to 

a11jl>-1 9 and the passage rendered, " His head void of understanding and of 
shame." 

(*) The schol. thus explains ". ^% t \\j 

C) ij\i. ^J,JLC- »J)0 Schol. 

(*) For iViAn'nji/ the Cal. printed ed. has ^U J^y and the schol. remarks 
that the reading of some copies is ^ISJljt; ^^^ ^^ ^^^ f^*^J^ ^omt read <jlCj • 

(') Jj JL) A»- according to the sense which the scholiasts, in as far as they 
explain it, attribute to this somewhat obscure passage, Jj is here the abbreviated 
form of Jfti ; if we read with some copies Jj JL) a»- the sense might possibly 

be> " men shunned him as they would a bad year," meaning a year of drought or 
famine, \\^ U<c«> ; but this conjecture is supported by no scholiast. 

•I 

SchoL ' ' 

(**) Jc«T Jjy ^J\ jJT ^JJ Schol. 

(») JJS.V (♦V^* ^"^ '^^^^ ^V ^y Schol. 

(0 The schol. explains y* ^„,Ti^ i J by c— ^ J • 

(*) The schol. observes that some copies for Jj jc ^^ sstJ read Jj ic ^^i^c ^,^ . 

(0 On Jo 1 ^^ Ij jT J^ the scholiast observes, 
^j ^J^T j^ b ^ iUf uJ;laJ LS^^ j->.|^ *^,rf^ ^T J« (>^ 

y^ <)^ *-^2*^*^ ^^ *W-»^ (S^^ji^^ \^ ^^ ^J*^^ J-tfU- cu^l j\ s^Jb 

.1 jj 
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C^) These words are a quotation from the JToran, vid. Sur. xliii. v. 35 and 37 (Ed. 
niigel) : 

^*3' jj^ di? ^^ ^^ ^ cA*' cr/^J^''^/'^ c;^ i-r*d cr*j 






" Whoever shall withdraw from the admonition of the Merciful, we will chain a 

devil unto him ; and he shall be his inseparable companion ; until, when he shall 

appear before us at the last day, he shall say unto the Devili ' Would to God, that 
between me and thee there were the distance of the east from the west I' A wretched 
companion will he be V 



(») uJ;L /ji*4J ^J Schol. 



(°) This is the sense which the scholiast prefers, although he admits that the pas- 
sage may bear another : 



J^l ^^^ J^ ^s— ^ U^^T jO ji j^ ^^ LS^l iiS^\ ^/j 

(p) For mSs^ the schol. notices that some copies have *m>J • 
(^) On Ac the schol. remarks, 

(') On the verb being here in the plural, the schol. remarks, 



(') So Eccles. ix. 11, 

; nionSon tr-^ia^S rfn pnon o^SpS rf? o arDafn nnn ntm ^naar 

('} So Hakim Sanfil, speaking of bad poets, says in his Hadlkah, 

ui^y^ .UJb 4>y u?^ ^^ (JXJ 
C) So (^tX>'»\ the author of the ^^ ^l>- says, in that poem, 

C) AU JC*^ *^ i^\ J;^ Schol. 
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